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is not the work of a novice. M. See has to his credit valuable studies 
on Diderot, Fenelon, Voltaire, and Saint-Simon, the first dating back to 
1897. The volume will be extremely valuable to one wishing to be 
orientiert on the eighteenth century and very suggestive in the way of 
topics for further investigation, such as the influence of the American 
Revolution on French thought and the influence of the ideas of the 
eighteenth-century writers on the brochures of 1788 and 1789, subjects 
that were simply touched upon by M. See. 

Fred Morrow Fling. 

Dupleix et I'Inde Frangaise, 1722-1741. Par Alfred Martineau, 
Ancien Gouverneur des Etablissements Franqais dans I'Inde. 
( Paris : fidouard Champion. 1920. Pp. xi, 534.) 

There has been for some time a growing interest in the life of 
Dupleix and a rapidly increasing knowledge of the subject. Until 
about 1880 the information regarding that great figure of eighteenth- 
century colonial history was relatively scanty and derived in large part 
from his opponents the English. Aside from the life of Cultru, the 
decade 1881-1891, however, saw the appearance of no less than five 
works concerning him: Hamont's Dupleix d'apres sa Correspondance 
Inedite, Castonnet's two volumes on his " expeditions and his projects " 
and on his fall, Dehaisnes's Notes Biographiques et Historiques, and 
Malleson's well-known Life in the Rulers of India series. Thereafter 
there was a long period of relative silence, broken only by Guenin's 
Dupleix, in 1908, the Marquis de Nozelle's monograph on Dupleix's 
defense of Pondicherry (1909), and the subsidiary volumes of the 
memoirs of Dupleix's native secretary or factor (dubash) Ananda 
Ranga Pillai, "the Indian Pepys", a too little known work of great 
interest. Now suddenly and almost simultaneously appear two consider- 
able works, Mr. Dodwell's Dupleix and Clive, in English, and M. Mar- 
tineau's Dupleix et I'Inde Frangaise, 1722-1/41. 

Of these the latter is at once more extensive — for this is but the first 
of three volumes promised — and the most informative, if not the most 
scholarly, which has yet appeared. As the work of the director of 
the ministry of the colonies, and former governor of the French estab- 
lishments in India, it commands special attention, not only from the 
unusual qualifications of its author to treat such a subject, but from his 
unusual opportunities for securing material for such a work. The idea 
of writing this book, he tells us, came to him during a visit to Pondi- 
cherry, and though he disclaims any ambition to produce a study " defini- 
tive et sans appel ", it is apparent that if his design is carried to com- 
pletion, as we may venture to hope it will be, it will provide certainly 
the most comprehensive and minute account of the great French empire- 
builder which has yet appeared. 

The present volume covers the little known period from Dupleix's 
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birth to his accession as governor in 1742. In its composition the 
author has utilized the six volumes of Dupleix correspondence in the 
Bibliotheque Nationale and in the Arsenal, the letters between the 
superior council in Pondicherry and the council of Chandernagore, both 
in manuscript, with much like first-hand material published and un- 
published — though, oddly enough, so far as the present reviewer has 
been able to note, Pillai's diary seems to have escaped his attention or 
at least his reference. That material he has woven into a narrative, 
interspersed with letters, reports, and documents of various kinds, intro- 
duced by an account of India and the Company before 1725 and followed 
by various appendixes. His chapters cover the " origins " of Dupleix 
and his life to his nomination for a post at Chandernagore, an account 
of that factory and its relationships, his private affairs, European com- 
merce with India, Indian commerce, the "comptoirs", the "affair of 
the rupees ", the " affair of the Jesuits ", and the volume ends with his 
marriage. It need scarcely be said, in view of this table of contents, 
that the present volume contains a mass of information, of wide range 
and great importance. The information is, indeed, so great that it will 
probably not be easy for a reader unacquainted with the story in its 
various ramifications to follow the thread of Dupleix himself amid his 
various interests and his far-reaching relations. Yet the story is there, 
and in this great warehouse of facts it is evident that we have not merely 
a life of Dupleix but a fund of information regarding the India of his 
day which will throw new light upon the whole episode of Anglo-French 
relations if, as seems probable, the two succeeding volumes bear out the 
promise of the first. And for that we cannot be too grateful. 

W. C. Abbott. 

The Early English Cotton Industry, with some Unpublished Letters 
of Samuel Crompton. By George W. Daniels, M.A., Senior 
Lecturer in Economics in the University of Manchester, with an 
Introductory Chapter by George Unwin, M.A., Professor of 
Economic History in the University of Manchester. (Manches- 
ter : University Press ; London and New York : Longmans, Green, 
and Company. 1920. Pp. xxxi, 214. 8 s. 6d.) 
Mr. Daniels in this little book has added somewhat to our knowl- 
edge of the beginnings of the English cotton manufacture as that history 
has come down to us through the writings of Baines, Guest, Radcliffe, 
Chapman, and others. Such new information as he furnishes comes 
mainly through his use of recently discovered account-books and letter- 
books of a large Manchester firm whose origin dates from the eighteenth 
century. The records of this firm which have been utilized by the 
author cover the years 1795 to 1835, and among its correspondence are 
some original letters of Samuel Crompton which relate to his invention 



